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Address and Messenger Formula (3:7)
7 “And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write:
He who is holy, who is true, who has the key of David, who opens and no one will shut, and who shuts and no one opens, says this:










Strengths (3:8)
8 ‘I know your deeds. Behold, I have put before you an open door which no one can shut, because you have a little power, and have kept My word, and have not denied My name. 












Reward and Challenge to Overcome (3:9-12)
Vindication (3:9)
9 Behold, I will cause those of the synagogue of Satan, who say that they are Jews and are not, but lie—I will make them come and bow down at your feet, and make them know that I have loved you. 












Protection (3:10)
10 Because you have kept the word of My perseverance, I also will keep you from the hour of testing, that hour which is about to come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth. 











Exhortation to Persevere (3:11)
11 I am coming quickly; hold fast what you have, so that no one will take your crown. 









Security and Status (3:12)
12 He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, and he will not go out from it anymore; and I will write on him the name of My God, and the name of the city of My God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My God, and My new name. 

To the overcomers 




pillars in the temple of God. 





The Name
Call to Listen (3:13)
13 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’







Laodicea



















Address and Messenger Formula (3:14)
14 “To the angel of the church in Laodicea write:
The Amen, the faithful and true Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God, says this:













“Strength” (3:15-16)
15 ‘I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot; I wish that you were cold or hot. 16 So because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of My mouth. 




 “deeds” 





 “hot,” “cold,” and “lukewarm” 





The Problem and Its Solution (3:17-18)
17 Because you say, “I am rich, and have become wealthy, and have need of nothing,” and you do not know that you are wretched and miserable and poor and blind and naked, 



wealth 



It is frequently noted that Laodicea prided itself on three things:

· financial wealth, 
· an extensive textile industry, 
· and a popular eye salve that was exported around the world. 


18 I advise you to buy from Me gold refined by fire so that you may become rich, and white garments so that you may clothe yourself, and that the shame of your nakedness will not be revealed; and eye salve to anoint your eyes so that you may see. 


 “sustained irony” 




white clothes 





medical school 





Solution Developed Further (3:19-20)
19 Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline; therefore be zealous and repent.










 20 Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and will dine with him, and he with Me. 



Christ is outside the door and knocking. 






Challenge to Overcome and Call to Listen (3:21-22)
21 He who overcomes, I will grant to him to sit down with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne. 




The promise of sitting with Christ on his throne 







22 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’”

